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ONE NIGHT, 
WHEN THE 
EMPEROR 
WAS 
VISITING 
THE JADE 
PALACE... 


I HAVE A 
REQUEST 
FOR THE 
АРОТН- 


ТЕ ІХ 
Ла 
DING 


- AIP 
MAJESTY 
ADDRESSED 
ME FOR THE 
VERY FIRST 
TIME. 


CONSORT 
LIHUA 
FARES 
POORLY. 


$ 


Й, 


1 МА 


I WOULD 
PREFER 
ТО KEEP 
МУ HEAD 
ATTACHED 
TO MY BODY 
FOR A WHILE 
YET. 
BUT THE 
EMPERORS 
WORD 


А! 
/5 ТИЕ 
WORD OF 
HEAVEN. 


1 


BRINGING 
UP THIS 
SUBJECT IN 
FRONT OF 
ANOTHER 
CONSORT... 


HIG 
IMPERIAL 
MAJESTY 


- REALLY 
/є AN 
IMPERIOUS 
BEING, 
THROUGH 
AND 
THROUGH. 


X) СОСООООСОСОСОСО 


о JOOOOOOO KICK, 
444444444 хх ССС 


CRYSTAL — 
PALACE... 


INS 
55, 


. 5. 
ры 
СО 


AY) NED 


т CONSORT 
= LIHUA BACK 


NG ло HEALTH... J 


THE FACE 

POWDER 

FURTHER FROM TF 
EXPOSED 

TO THE 4 INCIDENT 

POISON SHOULD HAS SINCE 

= BE ABLE BEEN 
«THE TO GET BANNED. 
PRIORITY 15 


TO ELIMINATE THEIR 


HANDS 


WHAT REMAINS Ва й THE 
IN HER BODY. ОМ Т РЕ 
CNIT PES MERCHANT 
MORE. 


SELLING 
ІТ WAS 
HARSHLY 
— 


PUNISHED 
700. 


POR- 


RIDGE 
TEA HIGH IN 
WITH А FIBER... 


DIURETIC 
EFFECT 
TO FLUSH 
OUT HER 
SYSTEM 


THIS ISN'T 
22 


THE RIGHT 
ТО BE HERE 
Фамы BY VIRTUE 
HAD A MEAL OF THE 
EMPEROR'S 
PREPARED 
TO HELP HER | DIRECT 
BODY PURGE © - 
THE TOXIN... 


DISLIKE 


DOES HE 
STILL HAVE 
FEELINGS 
OR IS IT FOR HER? 
BECAUSE 
à SHE'S THE 
|| DAUGHTER OF 
A POWERFUL 
FAMILY AND 
CAN'T BE 
IGNORED? 


JUST HOW 
UNRELIABLE 
15 THAT 
INNER COURT 
PHYSICIAN? 


THINGS 


STAND, ILL 


NEVER EVEN 
BE ABLE 
TO GET 
NEAR THE 
CONSORT. 


SERVING 
UP THE 
USUAL, 
I SEE. 


SHE'S 
ЗО РАК 
GONE THAT 
IT DOESN'T 
REALLY 
MATTER? 


Y) WHATEVER 
THE CASE, 
/ / A 
CARELESS 
REQUEST. 


IM 
SURE THE 
TRAY WILL 

RETURN 
WITH THE 
FOOD 
UNEATEN 


CONSORT 
LIHVAG 
TYPICAL 
MEALS ARE 
„вит CERTAINLY 
THEY'RE NUTRITIOUS 
TOO MUCH 
<< FORA SICK 
ES PERSONS 
DELICATE 
مو‎ STOMACH TO 
HANDLE. 


HER 
LADIES 
COULD 

FIGURE IT 
OUT FOR 
THEMSELVES 


—À WITH SOME 人 
Ue 


BREATHING 
THE SAME 
AIR AS 
THIS LOWLY 
PEASANT... 


UNLESS 
SOME- 
THING 
CHANGES 


ONLY 
CERTAIN 

DEATH BY 

EMACIATION 


ITS TOO 
LATE TO 
GET THE 
POISON 
OUT OF 


2 PERHAPS 
2 


...РЕКНАР® 
SHES 
ALREADY 
LOST THE 
WILL TO 
LIVE. 


YOUR FACE 
SAYS THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
TROUBLING 


IT DOES, 
INDEED. 


A 4 


T NN 


1 


WHY 
DON'T 
WE GO 
INSIDE FOR 
THE TIME 
BEING? 


SIMPLY 
DOES NOT 
SUIT SUCH 
BEAUTIFUL 
AND WISE 
WOMEN AS 

YOURSELVES. 


DAINING THE 
EMPEROR'S 


ІМ 
MERELY 
PUNISHING | 


HER 
IDIOCY. 


IT 7 
BE LONG 


MAKES 175 


THE POISON 
/ WAY AROUND 
YOUR ENTIRE 
BODY. 
د‎ : 


YOU 
TOO WILL 
HAVE A BODY 
THAT CAN'T 
HANDLE 90 
MUCH AG 
A MORSEL 
PASSING 
BETWEEN 


YOUR LIPS. 


YOU CAN BE 
BEAUTIFUL 
TOO... 


AREN'T 
YOU 
GLAD? 


JUST 
LIKE YOUR 
BELOVED 
CONSORT 

LIHUA. 


B- 
BUT... 


PLEASED 


... 


20 YOU 
САКТ ВЕ 
ВОТНЕКЕР 
ТО USE 
ST ET 
YOU'RE 
CONVINCED 
YOU'RE 
IN THE 
RIGHT? 


DO 
YOU 
KNOW 
WHY 
THEY 
BANNED 
THIS 
STUFF? 


THE POISON 
THAT TOOK 


THEIR OWN 
CHILD?! 


NLL 
AUN ) 


, 
JL 


up 2 কি 


| vov 
он? le P 87 
ON БАЎ Å УА SN 


WE Ж 
CAN'T HAVE V) /// 
THIS STUFF K| ( 
AFFECTING Й PA 
OUR SICK 487 
PATIENT. 1/ / 


CON- 
SORT 
LIHVAG 
СОМРІ- 
-WAS РАК TION... 


WORSE 
THAN ID 
IMAGINED. 


7 X ху 
> | Ч =< 
> N ~ 
\ Ма І REMADE THE 
MULTIGRAIN 
..BUT SHE PORRIDGE 
SHOWED TO BE 
NO SIGN THINNER... 
OF TAKING 


THE FOOD 
FROM THE 
SPOON. 


I HAD NO 
CHOICE 
BUT TO 
PRY OPEN 

HER MOUTH 

AND FORCE 
THE GRUEL 
DOWN HER 

THROAT. 


2 DID THIS 
OVER AND 


PATIENCE 
VERGING 
ON PIG- 
HEADED- 


YOU 
CANT 
HEAL IF 
IF YOU 
DONT 
EAT. 


INCENSE 
BURNED 
-“АМР ВУ НЕЕ 
THE WOMEN TO 
SMELL MASK BAD 
OF HER ODORS 
SICK FADED... 
BODY 
BECAME 
UNMISTAK- = 


г. HAVEN T 
EVEN BEEN 
PROPERLY 
WIPING THEIR 
MISTRESS 
DOWN? 


GREATER 


... WOULD OF URINA- 


CLEANSE TION... 
HER 
BODY 
OF THE 
POISON. 


FREQUENCY | 


-„ОССА- 
SIONALLY 
CHANGING 
IT OUT 
WITH 
A THIN 
BROTH. 


І REIN- 
TRODUCED 
| SOUP AND 


GRATED 
FRUIT INTO 
HER DIET. 


MADE THE 
CONSORT 
-| DRINK TEA 
WHENEVER 
POSSIBLE 


~ 


AG SHE 
BECAME 
ABLE TO 
INGEST 


MORE 

FOOD 

IN ONE 

I SITTING 
GRADUALLY 


INCREASED 
THE AMOUNT 
OF RICE 
IN THE 


THE FACT 
THAT YOU'RE 
EATING THIG 
PORRIDGE... 


-.TELLS МЕ 
YOU DON’T 
WANT TO 
DIE. 


И M 


AND THAT 
LADY-IN- 
WAITING 
WAS 
ORDERED 
CONFINED 
ТО HER 
QUARTERS. 


LATER, 
I HEARD THE 
EUNUCH WHO 
FAILED TO 
CONFISCATE 
ALL THE FACE 
POWDER WAS 
FLOGGED AS 
PUNISHMENT... 


ABOUT TWO 
MONTHS OF 
MY LIVING AT 
THE CRYSTAL 
PALACE... 


„AND 
HELPING 
CONSORT 
LIHUA RID 
HER BODY 
OF THE 
POISON... 


SHE ISN'T V 
EXPOSED N 
TO ANY | 
NEW Й 
„ТР TOXINS fig 
SAY SHE'S P /8 
WELL ON 5 
HER WAY TO 
RECOVERY 


I THOUGHT 
HURLING 
ABUSE AT 
ME ONCE 
SHE GOT 


БАН mu mn шин 


HAPPENED. 


SHE MAY BE 
PROUD, BUT 
ARROGANT, 
SHE'S NOT. 


CHARACTER 
/5 MORE THAN 
SUITABLE FOR 
SOMEONE OF 

HER RANK. 


WILL 
I EVER 
BE ABLE 
TO BEAR 
CHILDREN 
AGAIN? 


SEEING 
HER ACT OUT 
DURING THE 
SITUATION WITH 
THE CROWN 
PRINCE, I 
ASSUMED SHE 
WAS NOTHING 
MORE THAN 


PRINCESS. 


| ITHINK |) 
ALL THERE E 


RETURN 
TO THE 
JADE 
PALACE 


ЗЕ: 
4 IMAGINE THE 
EMPEROR WILL | 
COME VISIT 
YOU AGAIN, 
MY LADY. 


WHETHER 
HE DOES 
ЗО FOR 
POLITICAL 
REASONS 
ОК SEN- 
TIMENTAL 
ONES /5 
ANOTHER 
STORY. 


AND 
HOW DO 1 
GO ABOUT 

THAT IF I'VE 
LOST HIS 
MAJESTY'S 
FAVOR? 


ІМ HERE 
AT ALL. 


FAILED TO 
HEED THE 
WARNINGS 


ITS КОТА 

MATTER OF 

WINNING OR 
LOSING. 


. POSSIBLY 
WIN AGAINST 
CONSORT 
GYOKUYO? 


THE 
WORLD 
IS FULL 
OF ALL 

KINDS OF 

FLOWERS... 


N IF YOU 
тлом); و‎ WERE TO 
Leve V — 2 ASK WHICH 
ANYONE © EN Š : ARE MORE 
COULD SAY мб NÆS BEAUTIFUL, 
d Ly a : PEONIES OR 
IRISES... 


| GREATEST 
ASSET. 


I SHALL 
DEPART IN 
THE EARLY 

HOURS 

OF THE 
MORNING. 


NO HARM 


| 


IN You > 
LEARNING [j 


! 
: 


| — — » 


CONSOKT 
LIHUA, 
HOWEVER, 
CAN MAKE 
MORE THAN 
GOOD USE 


IT WASN'T 
MENTION 
OF THE 
EMPERORS 
VIGOR THAT 
CAUSED 
MAOMAO 
ТО AVERT 
HER EYES, 
BUT ФОМЕ- 


THING ELSE | 


ENTIRELY. 


” I NICE IT 
= 15 TO BE 
- GETTING 
5 ENOUGH 
+ SLEEP 


2] ...I HAVEN'T 
| THE MELONS 
1 REQUIRED 
FOR THAT 
TRICK. 


: HIS 
4 MAJESTY'S 
VISITS TO 
THE JADE | 
| PALACE 
DROPPED } 
OFF DRAS- 
TICALLY. 


HOW 


AGAIN! 
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Chapter 6 


e 
: 
: 


THE 
GARDEN 
BANQUET, 
OF 
COURSE. 


„РЕДУ 
OUTFIT 
FOR? 


I THOUGHT 
ПР BE 
OFF THIS 
YEAR, 20 
WE COULD 
ы REST EASY. 


FEATURES > й › А; IM TOLD 


LOTS OF elt 
ENTERTAIN- AN EVENT 
MENTS... HELD TWICE 
A YEAR IN 
THE PALACE 
GARDENS. 
же IT DRAWS 
AS WELL е IMPORTANT 
GUESTS... 
FOR ALL. 


WHEN THE 
EMPEROR 15 
.„ THE WITHOUT AN 
PRINCIPAL EMPRESS... 
CONSORTS 
ARE INVITED 
TO ATTEND IN 
HER PLACE. 


-„ТНЕ 
FOUR ARE... 
HIGHEST- 
RANKING 
WOMEN 
AMONG THE 
EMPERORS 
SECONDARY 
WIVES. 


LADY | LADY EN 

LIHUA, THE | ек GYOKUYO, | 

WORTHY | THE AA 
CONSORT. HONORED 
, CONSORT. 


LADY 
LISHU, THE 

VIRTUOUS 
CONSORT. 


ADUO WERE 
THE ONLY 
ONES AT 

THE WINTER 
BANQUET 


THIS TIME, 
ALL FOUR 
CONSORTS 
WILL BE 
IN ATTEN- 
DANCE. 


TH 
EMINDS ME, 
MAOMAO! 

VARIOUS 
OFFICIALS 
-20 WILL COME 

DONT O GREET US 

FORGET NOW AND 
то Dazzle NOW A 
THEM WITH .. 

SMILES! 


COURSE 
IT DOES! 


THIS IS 


Ч WAR! 


WE MUST 
PREPARE 
OURSELVES 
FOR WHAT'S 
TO COME! 


«ALL FOUR  LINOLI'e 
CONSORTS DEBUT... 


AS MEALS 
ARE BEING 
SERVED... 


eee THEY'LL 
NEED ME, 
THE FOOD 

TASTER, 
ON HAND. 


SOME TO 
GO AROUND 


YOUR HIPS 
TOO. WOULD 
THAT BE ALL 


\ RIGHT WITH 


CONSORT \ 
GYOKUYO 

DOESN'T 
HAVE MANY 
LADIES-IN- 
WAITING TO 
BEGIN WITH, 


NEWCOMER 


LIKE ME 


CAN SIT 
THIS ONE 


REALLYP 
I HAVE TO 
SMILE? 


I DO THINK 
IT WOULD BE 
BETTER TO 
ADD A LITTLE 
PADDING 


M 
Ж 1 Ly y 
IN : 4172) 


2 АКЕ 
ABSURDLY 
VAST, 
„то 
THE PRIVY У শপ 
GETTING 
CAN EASILY : ЕКОМ 
TAKE 30 | 
MINUTES. 


THERE'S 
A TERRIBLE 


å : =] GREATEST 
AIR, DESPITE Ё > ENEMY 


| IT BEING THE || 
START OF 1 DURING THE 
SPRING... 


WILL BE AN 


ABSOLUTE 
Ilr 2 NECESSITY. | 
== = 
— == 


ҮҮ 
VI С 


LOVELY, 
SWEET 


| | | | | | l і” ! 
1 м ! x 1 SCENT. | 
57 | > 


WHAT A | 


CANDY 
MADE OF 

GINGER AND 
21 MANDARIN 
| ORANGES. 


COOKED 
GINGER HAS 
A WARMING 
EFFECT ON 
THE BODY. ORANGE 
PEEL 
PROMOTES 
BLOOD 
CIRCULA- 
TION... 


I THOUGHT 
I MIGHT 
BRING 
THE CANDY 
TO THE 
BANQUET... 


THIS IS WHAT 
YOU'VE BEEN 
BUSY WITH 
LATELY. 


ITLL 
BE COLD 
DURING THE 
PARTY, 
RIGHT? 


I SEWED 
A POCKET 
INTO MY 
UNDER- 
SHIRT. 


del 
ІШ 


ІНЕ 


=| 


: PLEASE = ٩ 


ON THE SLY 
UNTIL THE 


DAY BEFORE 
THE PARTY TO 
GET THESE 
POCKETS 


THE DAY 
OF THE 
GARDEN 
BANQUET 


PALACE Е 


FOT TT T] 


FTSE 


SCARLET 
LOCKS 
STYLED 
UP WITH 
TWO HAIR 
ORNAMENTS 
ADORNED BY 
FLOWERS... 


SILK 
TASSELS 
AND JADE 
BEADS 
DRIPPING 
FROM يح‎ 
DAGGER- К-С 
LIKE SILVER 
HAIRPINS... 


Э, 


$ 7 


SWEEPING 
SLEEVES RS зн Y 
EMBROI- f. е 74 | 
DERED с | е. 
WITH VI ( 
GOLD | N | 9 


THREAD... || 
| ONLY THE 


EMPEROR'S 
FAVORITE 
COULD PULL 
OFF AN 
ENSEMBLE... 


YOU LOOK 


BEST ІМ ALL 
RIA ИЩ 


зе 

1 A 

5l : U 

АИ 
| 


ИЯ 


МУ РЕАЕ 
LADIES-IN- 
WAITING... 


TO KEEP 
YOU SAFE 
FROM THE 
ATTENTIONS 


ات اا ipt‏ 


Ta এ 


ALLE 


Х к А 

ТА) š 

سي 
% 

з / а Ж _ LA 
а М PEDI VII БА 24 
Es 
А s 

a NER 
> 


Bis å 1 


V s 
| 24 Ме 


Ih Ў “Чы 


I SHALL 
SEE YOU Ё. , 
PRESENTLY МЕ 


1 BANQUET. | ; | 


pex f у: 
= SAN 


| NEXT 

UP IS THE 
HONORED 
CONSORT, 


\ 
в. 
Д 22 5 


HIS 


wQ STAUNCH ক 
VEN SUPPORT ай 
MAT OF LADY = 


ФУОКИУО 


.../۶ ALL 
BECAUSE 
HIS 
FAVORITE 
NEW TOY 
RESIDES 
AT THE 
CONSORT’ 
| PALACE. 


1 Ў 


+e SIMPLY 
EXQUISITE. 
RED REALLY 

IS YOUR 

COLOR. 


EYES OF 
JADE LEND 


NOT ONLY 
ARE YOU 
RADIANT... 


THEY'RE 
GONE 
BECAUSE 


YOU'VE 
ALWAYS 
SEEN 
ME WITH 
MY FACE 
MADE UP. 


FOR 
MAKING 
SOMEONE 
LOOK MORE 
BEAUTIFUL. 


I USE DRIED 
CLAY TO ADD 
FRECKLES TO 


MAKEUP 
ISN'T 
ONLY... 


+ WHAT'S 
THE POINT 
OF ALL 
THAT, 
THEN? 


I DID IT 
TO AVOID 
GETTING 
DRAGGED 

DOWN 

A BACK 

ALLEY. 


THOUGH 
/ THE 
PLEASURE 
DISTRICT, 
THERE 
ARE MEN 
WHO ARE 
STARVED 
FOR 
FEMALE 

THEY _ COMPAN- 


HAVE NO JONSHIP. 
MONEY 


FOR A 
BROTHEL, 
TEND TO 
VIOLENCE 


VENEREAL | 
DISEASES 
= AS WELL. 


7 2 жі THEY'VE 

„ВИТ WHEN \ “Ж ¿QM » 29 ei 

I LIVED IN THE || ЭРЭ ~ ga ver 

| PLEASURE || 4 KNE : А NOW... 
DISTRICT, | 


RIGHT ONTO 
MY FACE. 


YOU EVER 

ATTACKED 

IN SUCH A 
WAY? 


SOME 
TRIED 
AND 
FAILED. 


KIDNAPPED 
BY FLESH 
MERCHANTS. 


I WAS 
UNSURE OF 
THE RIGHT 
TIME TO GO 
FRESH- 
FACED... 


YOU 

AREN'T 

| THE ONE 

|| TO BLAME, 
SIR JINSHI. 


BUT 222 
SELLING mm 
A FAMILY IN THIS 


MEMBER TO - ABDUCT- LAND... 
REDUCE THE ( ING AND 

NUMBER OF SELLING A 

MOUTHS TO PERSON 15 


FEED /5 A CRIME... 


LEGAL. 


«THEIR 
CAPTOR 
GOES 
UNPUNISHED 
UNLESS 
REPORTED 


EVEN IF 
SOMEONE 


WHY DO 
|| I SEEM 
TO KEEP | 
GETTING 
THESE 
THINGS? 


1 WANT те 
„1 WANT ONE ~! 


... ЖУ 
= AN 


IN-WAITING, 
BUT YOU'RE 
NO LONGER 
MINE ALONE. // 


/ {dadda — 


BANQUET'S 
ABOUT TO 
BEGIN. 


Аққа 
ies 


Ф 


L 
К= = 
=== 
= єс ==: 
яў E 
| 
pter 
7 


1 


HURRY AND № 


| SET UP THE 
PAVILION (з 
ALREADY... Ж 


ч 

MISTRESS 
15 THE ONE 
WHO SUFFERS 
WHEN HER 
ATTENDANTS 
THE EFFORT ТО 


PICKING 
| FIGHTS ON 
| BEHALF OF | ~ 


DID YOU 
LEAVE THA 


TODAY? 


NOTICED 
ME YET. 


GOING TO 
TELL MY 
FATHER 
ON YOU! 


BRINGING SUCH 
AN UGLY GIRL ALONG 
WOULD ONLY PROVE 
A SOURCE OF GRAVE 

EMBARRASSMENT! 


A JEWELED 
ORNAMENT 
ON THAT 
CREATURE? 
IT WOULD 
BEA 
WASTE! 


BUT OF 
COURSE 
YOU DID! 


TLL 
JUST HAVE 
TO MAKE IT 

SO THAT 
YOU CAN'T 
TATTLE. 


COURTESANS 
OF THE 
PLEASURE 
DISTRICT 


CRUEL TO 
HAVE BEEN 
FORGOTTEN 
AFTER 
SPENDING 
TWO WHOLE 
MONTHS 
TOGETHER... 


КЕ we 4/085 لیا‎ 
| | / 


NEED 6٥ 


THERE FOR 
T-TODAY! 


AV M ADORABLE 
\ vov ARE. 


МЕСЕ. 


FEROCIOUS 

BULLYING AT 

THE CRYSTAL 
PALACE... 


ТО MENTION 
SHE WAS MADE 
TO ENDURE 
TWO ENTIRE 
MONTHS... 


ARE YOU 
ALL SURE 
YOU DON'T 

WANT TO 

CHANGE 
OUT YOUR 
STONES? 


| DISFIGURES 


— HER OWN 


AND E ТИ 
SHEJBEAR 7 


I COMPLETELY 
UNDERSTAND 
WHY SIR 
JINSHI TOOK 
PITY ON THE 

POOR GIRL. 


«ВИТ THEIR 
IMAGINATIONS 
ARE EQUALLY 

IMPRESSIVE. 


THE 
LADIES-IN- 
WAITING TO 

THE VIRTUOUS 

| CONSORT AND 
THE PURE 
CONSORT... 


THE 
TWO ARE 
20 FAR 


APART 
IN AGE 
THEY THAT THEY 
WERE ONCE COULD BE 
ESSENTIALLY PARENT 
MOTHER- +90 OF AND 
IN-LAW AND COURSE CHILD 
DAUGHTER- THEY'RE 
IN-LAW, SO ALWAYS AT 
THAT ADDS EACH OTHER'S 
— TO THE THROATS... 
FRICTION 


TOO. 


ITS 


ABIT EXPECT TO 
COMPLI- ENCOUNTER 
সই CATED, THOSE IN 
THOUGH. PALACE 


GOSSIP... 


HOWEVER, 
THEIR 
RELATION- 
SHIP was 
Ы TURNED ON 
ITS HEAD 
WITH THE 
PREVIOUS 
EMPEROR'S 
PASSING. 


..BUT SHE 
HAS SINCE 
RETURNED 
TO THE 
PALACE AS 
THE CURRENT 
EMPEROR'S 
CONSORT. 


..ТНЕ PURE 
CONSORT 
WAS 30 
YEARS 


AND THE OLD... 
VIRTUOUS 
CONSORT 
WAS NINE. 


POLITICS 
MAY HAVE 

DEMANDED IT, 
BUT THE IDEA 
OF A NINE- 


CERTAINLY 
GIVES ME 
PAUSE. 


FIVE 
YEARS 


ONE WAS AGO: 


CONSORT TO 
THE PREVIOUS 
EMPEROR, 
WHILE THE 
OTHER WAS 
CONSORT TO 
THE CROWN 
PRINCE. 


THE LATE 
EMPEROR'S 
CONSORT 
THEN TOOK 
MONASTIC 
VOWS AND 
TURNED HER 
BACK UPON 
EARTHLY 


LAST 
EMPEROR 


y 
THE VIRTUOUS 
CONSORT 


THE PURE 
CONSORT 


CURRENT 
EMPEROR 


THAT'S 


AT THE WHY THEY 


TIME OF HAVE THE 
THE LATE SORT OF 
EMPEROR'S FRAUGHT 
PASSING... RELATION- 


SHIP YOU'D 
EXPECT OF 
IN-LAWS. 


PARENTS 00 
MUST HAVE 


REAL CLOUT, EX 


! 


AND WHEN 
I CONSIDER 
HOW THE 
ALREADY 
YOUTHFUL 
EMPRESS 
D: R 
...1 SUPPOSE а А WOULDVE 
I SHOULD BE OFFICIALLY 
GLAD THAT = JOINED THE 
HIS MAJESTY IMPERIAL 
ТҮР HEARD Ў DOESN'T ТАКЕ COURT WHEN 
HE HAS YET |) AFTER THE ym SHE WAS EVEN 
TO BED THE 12 YOUNGER... 
LAST EMPEROR а 
14-YEAR-OLD 
AND SHARE HIS 
VIRTUOUS 
ZEUS. PENCHANT FOR 
^ E LITTLE GIRLS. 


HIS FRUIT 
BOUNTIFUL 
AND RIPE. 


HAVING 
А NINE- 
YEAR-OLD 
AS YOUR 
MOTHER- 
IN-LAW? 
| 
)) 


е; 


ў 


LAST >) 
ù 


EMPRESS 
DOWAGER 


AX 
Ия 


ТНЕ РИВЕ 
EMPEROR CONSORT 


WAS 52 اپ"‎ 
LADY < 
LISHUP! 


CONSORT... 


„УМ 
GOING TO 
GO GETA 

FRESHLY 
WARMED 
STONE. 


WAS 
THAT THE 
VIRTUOUS 


CONSORTS 
ARE EACH 
GRANTED 
THEIR OWN 


| EMBLEMATIC | 


GEMS AND 
COLORS. 


CONSORT 
2554 GYOKUYO 


JUDGING 
BY THE ёр 
LAND КА ROBES OF |: 
SINCE SHE CONSORT |: 
RESIDES AT Wiss 
THE GARNET IN-WAITING, | 
PALACE, ITS Щ HER COLOR |: 
PROBABLY ; 1: 
MUST BE 
SAFE ТО BLACK... 
ASSUME HER 
GEMSTONE 
15 GARNET. 


IF WE GO 

BY THE FIVE 
| ELEMENTS, 
CONSORT 
LISHUG 


MOST 
CEKTAINLY 
CLASHES 
WITH 
THAT OF 
CONSORT 
GYOKVYO. 


PERHAPS 
SHE'S NOT 
GOOD AT 
READING A 


ROOM... 


103 


THERE 
SURE ARE 

ALOT OF 
PEOPLE 


AROUND 
SINCE THE 
OFFICIALS ; FESTIVITIES 
ARE WENT ON 
BEHIND THE \ 


CURTAIN 


HOW FOLKS 


ATTEMPT TO 
” ENTICE AWAY 
WHATS дра 
ON EXCEPTIONAL 
1 PERSONNEL OF 
THE INNER 


SINCE 
IM PLANNING 
TO RETURN TO 
THE PLEASURE 
NOTHING DISTRICT ONCE 
TO DO MY TERM OF 
WITH SERVICE 
. /8 ӘР... 


OFFER YOU 
ADORNMENTS 
TO TAKE THE 
PLACE OF THE 


CAN BE 
OTHER 
MEANINGS 
BEHIND THE 
ORNAMENTS 
TOO! 


IF IT 
COMES 
DOWN TO 
BEING THAT 
CREATURES 
PERSONAL | 


HE'S A 
PRETTY | 
BRAWNY Ї 
SOLDIER. 


WELL, 
SEE YA 


LATER! 


IT 15 AN 

HONOR 

TO SEE 
YOU AGAIN 
AFTER 20 


IAM 
GLAD TO 
SEE YOU 
LOOKING 
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THEY'VE 
GOT TO 
ALL STAY 
LIKE THAT 
FOR HOURS 
ТНЕУ ОМ END. 


LADIES -IN- 
WAITING. 


SINCE 

I NEED 
ТО TASTE 
THE FOOD, 
HONGNIANG 
SWITCHED 
OUT WITH 


HE 
REALLY 
DOESN'T 
LOOK OUT 
OF FLACE 


зэ AMONG THE 


SOLDIERS 
EITHER. 


HE 
MIGHT 
ACTUALLY 
BE THE 
MOST 
ACCOM- 
PLISHED 
OF HIS 
PEERS. 


IF HES 
SEATED 
THERE, 
HIS RANK 
MUST BE 
MUCH 
HIGHER 
THAN ID 
THOUGHT. 


са 
A SEATED 


7 FARTHEST 
FROM THE 
EMPEROR, 
BUT CON- 
SIDERING 
HIS AGE. 


За Г. 
SUPPOSE 
THAT 
SPARKLY 
EUNUCH 
WON'T ВЕ 
JOINING 
Ue? 


115 


: ТО BE 
| CLOUDING 
7 ON 


А CONTACT 
WITH THE 


1190 
THERE'S 
NO 


ARSENIC 
IN IT. 


SEEM LIKE 
THERE'S ANY 
POISON IN 
IT. 


NOW 
TO JUST 
RINSE OUT 
MY MOUTH 


Y, 
de NE 


nA 
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Tin 
там. 
TREMBLE 


WELL, 
I GUESS 
THATS 
TYPICAL. 


A TOXIC 
SUBSTANCE 
ADMINISTERED 
AT A BANQUET 


NO ONE 


WANTS TO LIKE THIS 
PROCEED WOULD HAVE 
AND EAT TO BE THE 
SOMETHING FAST-ACTING 
THAT WILL KIND. 

KILL THEM. 


IVE 


LOST 
COUNT OF BUT 
IF I HAD 
ї ОЕ ТІМЕЄ TO INGEST 
і I'VE VOMITED POISON AND 
পু AND PUMPED GOT A SAY IN 
MY OWN WHICH ONE, 
STOMACH ID GO WITH 
JUST TO BLOWFISH. 
SAVOR THAT 
6 NUMBING 
SENSATION 
ON THE 
TIP OF MY 


TONGUE. alm. 
21111111 
HFIUH 


A 
VINEGARED 


THIS 15 SALAD OF 
OCCASION- RAW FISH 
ALLY SERVED AND VEG- 
IN THE INNER ETABLES, 
COURT FOR HUH? 


SUPPER. 


BASED 
THIS ON THE 
DISH MUST INGREDI- 
HAVE BEEN ENTS... 
PREPARED BY 
SOMEONE 
FROM THE 
INNER 
COURT. 


THEY'VE JUST 
SUBSTITUTED 
JELLYFISH FOR 
THE BLUEBACK 
FISH HERE. 


\ 


№ N; ۶ 


VIRTUOUS 


CONSORT 
DISLIKE 


-„ТНАТ 
WAS UN- 
PLEASANT 
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WHATS 50 
FUN ABOUT 
WATCHING 
SOMEONE 
EAT AS THEY 


DETECT 
POISON. 


Chapter 


| 


8 
| 


LIKE SHE 
REALLY 
ENJOYED 

EATING IT, 

WAS THOUGH. 


HOW 
COULD 
THIS 
ВЕ? 
ACTUALLY 
SERVING 
UP А DISH 
WITH 
POISON 


2 


angu 


DAY TO 
YOU, SIR 
JINSHI! 


GRINNING 
LIKE A 
FOOL. 
IT MIGHT 
LOOK AS IF 
IM SMILING 


27 I THOUGHT 
IT WOULD 

BE FROWNED 

UPON FOR A 

FOOD TASTER 

...50 ТО APPEAR ТО 

T HASTILY BE SAVORING 
LEFT THE POISONED 

BANQUET. 


24 LT 
| WELL, AN ҰБ 


| ATTENDANT | 
ACTING AS 


TAKING 
YOU TO THE 
PHYSICIAN, 


| ОҒ COURSE! 


BUT YOU'RE 
POOR MORE THAN ARE YOU 
TASTE! FINE?! | DOING? 


...ОН. ФО 
THATS WHAT 
HE'S MAD 
ABOUT. 
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BUT THE 
TRUTH 15... < 1 SPIT 
I DIDN'T OUT THE 
POISONED 
SOUP INTO 
A NAPKIN... 


МУ 


ENTIRE 
BODYD BE 
TINGLY AND 


ABOUT NOW, 
AND — 


MAY I М 
HAVE ТНЕ سن‎ 
LEFTOVER NE | 


PREFER 
“АМВІ- 
TIOUS.” 


BECAUSE 
YOU LEFT 
LOOKING 
IN FINE 
FETTLE... 


«SOMEONE 
DOUBTED 


THE SOUP 
CONTAINED 
POISON AND 
ACTUALLY 


THAT 


SOUNDS 
ALMOST 
LIKE A 
POISON 
ITSELF. 


NOW 
WE HAVE Y 
А PARA- Y 
LYZED 

.ANp MINISTER 


M THE BANQUET 


IN AN UPROAR 
OVER THERE. 


I CREATED 

IT TO INDUCE 
SUCH VIOLENT 
VOMITING THAT 
IT FEELS LIKE 

YOUR 6557 

BEEN TURNED 

INSIDE OUT. 


WE'VE GOT 
OUR OWN 
PHYSICIAN. 


LOOKING 
AT IT UP 
CLOSE, HIS 
COLLARS 
RUMPLED 


BANQUET 
BECAUSE 


HE WAS Е 
INDECENTLY Р” 
ENGAGED 
ELSE- E 
WHERE? E 


SEEM LIKE 

HIS USUAL 
SPARKLY 
SELF 

EITHER. 


WONDERING 


IF YOU COULD [Š 
BRING SOME- 
ONE TO SEE 


TO A PLACE САМІ AG PHYSICIAN 
LIKE THIS... 727 Я 5115 
ee CHAMBERS 
ARE FULLY Lc 
occupieo Г | 


LADY-IN- 
WAITING 
19 THE ONE 


SHELLFISH 
YOU CAN'T 
EAT, YES? 


EXPLAIN X н ې‎ DO YOU 
IT SO THAT N 2 
МЕ САМ ; ۸ ры MEAN? E 
UNDER- 
STAND 
TOO. 


FISH ISN'T 
THE ONLY 
OFFENDING 
4 FOODSTUFF. 
YA THERE CAN 
BE ALL 


HAVE 
CERTAIN 
FOODS 
THEY 
CANNOT 


EVERYTHING pr | \ БАТ. 
FROM EGGS j| | 

TO WHEAT, DAIRY | ** > 
PRODUCTS TO | — 
PEANUTS, AND 


SIMILARLY, 
I CAN'T 
^ 
7 A FN NOODLES. 
you 
CAN'T 
РАТ?! 


QUANTITY 
ALONE 
CAUSED ME 


SLOW TO 
HEAL AS 
I FIGURED 
OUT WHAT 
AMOUNTS 
I COULD 
HANDLE. 


VERY HARD 
FOR ME TO 


WHAT BEING 


UNABLE TO EAT 
SOMETHING 
ENTAILS. 


++ BUT 
I COULD 
MAKE YOU A 
LAXATIVE IF 
YOU'D LIKE? 


NAUSEOUS 
OR HAVE 
CRAMPS... 


Д 
"CELL 
ШЕСІ 


19 YOUR 
STOMACH 
FEELING 


ча, 
ТНЕ AG 


BANGUET с 


PREPARED 
BY THE 
COOKS 

WHO SERVE 

THE INNER 

COURT. 


LADY 


SHE e 
GYOKUYO 


TYPICALLY 


EATS JUST 20: ISN'T PICKY 
OUT ABOUT 
EVERYTHING 


THE 


BUT THE 
VINEGARED 


MADE WITH 
DIFFERENT 
INGREDIENTS 
THAN USUAL. 


PRECISE, 15 
IT MACKEREL ||/ 


- BUT 
THIS MATTER 
OUTWEIGHS 


PERSONAL 
TASTES. 


THOSE WHO 
HAVE FOODS 
THEY CAN'T 


EAT WOULD 

ALREADY BE 

AWARE OF 
THIS... 


- BUT 
IT COULD 
BE HEART 
FAILURE OR 
LABORED 
BREATHING 
DURING 
ANOTHER. / 


X 


IN PROTEST, 
MY LADY... 


..BUT THAT 
DECISION 
COULP HAVE 
COST YOU 


YOUR LIFE. 


I'M SURE 
YOU FELT 
IT WAS 
NEITHER 
THE TIME 
NOR THE 
PLACE... 


IF YOUR 
MISTRESS 
HAPPENS 
TO INGEST 
| THOSE 

PLEASE ٣ А | KINDS OF 
GET НЕЕ | 4 [ T FISH... 
TO THROW | j 

THEM UP AT 


ч 


| el 
\| COMPILED AN 
EXHAUSTIVE 
LIST OF KEY 
POINTS AND 
PRECAUTIONS. 


СУ | ARRIVAL... 


VIGILANCE | 


EVEN 
ONCE... 


...А 
SITUATION 
MAY OCCUR 
THAT NO 
PHYSICIAN 
CAN 
REMEDY. 


1 
К 
у | 


YOU PLEASE 
NOT TOUCH 
ME LIKE 


IM 
SURE THEY 
WERE ALL 
JUST BEING 
3 POLITE. 


... MUST 
RETURN 
TO LADY 
GYOKUYO 


I SHALL 
TAKE MY 
LEAVE OF 
YOU HERE 
AG WELL. 


WHATEVER 
DO YOU 
MEAN? 


I SIMPLY 
WANTED 
TO GIVE 
HER MY 
INSTRUC- 


ATTENDANT 
SPECIFI- 


THAT 15 


NOT FOR A 

LONE MERE 
LADY'S МАР 
LIKE MYSELF 


AM I 

RIGHT IN 
THINKING 

THAT IT 

WAS THE 
VIRTUOUS 
CONSORT 
WHO WAS 


TARGETED 
TODAY? 


Ain 
ies 


Bonus MANGA "SOFTHEARTED" 
FG 


a په‎ 


вит 175 
WITHOUT 7 NOT 50 
THEM, 2 BAD WITH 
PROBABLY THE HOT 
FREEZE TO STONES 
DEATH. AE Ша 
\ BRAZIER... 


4 

X ZIN مچ‎ 7 
¡a ep 

/ 08৫৬৮, 


< 


= و‎ 
pp СВАКЕ — 
ү m I 


IM 
$000 


CRYSTAL PALACE 
LADIES-IN-WAITING 
S 


.. WONDER 
IF I COULD 
ASK YOU 
SOMETHING 


y CONSORT 

I-A Gyokuyo 
IS FINE || 
WITH IT. |) 


Noy PLEASE 
! е HELP 

YOURSELF 

IF YOU'RE 


SHOULD 
JUST SWALLOW CRYSTAL 
THEIR PRIDE PALACE 
AND ACCEPT LADIES... 
THE STONES 
ALREADY. 


Y 


The Ladies-in-Waiting | 
____о[ the Jade Palace | $ 
Jfongniang 


HEAD LADY-IN-WAITING. IN HER THIRTIES. 

A BEAUTY WHOSE WORRIES SHOW ON HER 
FACE. HAS BAD LUCK WITH MEN, PERHAPS 
BECAUSE SHES SO TALENTED. 


一 一 一 - 


DISPOSITION, WHICH MAKES HER THE 
4 MOST TALKATIVE. 


=-- 


« Yingbua 
BIG PERSONALITY IN A RELATIVELY 
PETITE BODY. POSSESSES A CHEERFUL 
Ч 


Ailan 
TIMID BY NATURE. OFTEN SEEN WITH 


HER EYEBROWS KNITTED IN CONCERN. 
THE TALLEST OF THE THREE. 


Guiyuan 


1 GENTLE AND PLUMP. THE FLUFFY 
HAIR 15 PART OF HER CHARM. 


> — — — = — 


WOUND UP AS CONSORT GYOKUYO'2 FOOD 
TASTER BY ACCIDENT. (*SEE VOLUME 1.) 
KEEPS GETTING DRAGGED INTO VARIOUS 
INCIDENTS UNAWARES AND IG LIVING A 
COMFORTABLE LIFE AT THE JADE PALACE. ф 


TEBIE XIEXIE 
(SPECIAL THANKS) 


\ Е ۱ The Apothecary Diaries, 
ER Š ; د‎ Volume 2 


The garden banquet with 
all four principal consorts! 
I had fun coming up with 
the gown designs, which 
weren't described in the 
light novel! 

I just love Chinese clothes 
so much! 9 

Maomao’s bound to be on 
the case again in the next 
volume оо~15% 


From the artist, 
Nekokurage 


SPECIAL THANKS! 


Waka Takase 
Rie Shiroi 


To Itsuki Nanao 


Natsu Hyuuga 
Touco Shino 


My editor & you, my readers 


THANK YOU ALWAYS!» 


LIKE TWINS Bonus manga Art: Itsuki Nanao 
jig T WE 


FRECKLES 
ARE 
ACTUALLY 
DRAWN 


ON WITH 
MAKEUP! 


LOOK 90 
NATURAL! 
I NEVER 
WOULD'VE 
GUESSED! 


50 DOES 
THAT MEAN 


„16 ٩ 
MARKING 
UP YOUR 
OWN FACE 
LIKE THAT 

REALLY 
FUN? 


„МОМ 
IT’S LIKE 
WE'RE 
TWING, 
MAOMAO! 


N 
É; 
(AL 

THANKS o + Уус 
Natsu Hyuuga E 

Touco Shino 

Nekokurage 

The editor 


And you, the readers... 


See you in the next volume! 


Itsuki Nanao (ЗЭУ 


YEAH, 
IT'S LIKE 
WEARING A 
DISGUISE! 


FRIENDS...? FRIENDS 


SEEING 
THEM 
LIKE THAT 
MAKES ME 
THINK OF 
XIAOLAN. 


= 
|= 
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